Karen and Paul’s Spring 2008 Newsletter


Well, hello again. It’s that time of year when we “up anchor” and move on from Banbury to pastures new. Only this time we had to leave an old friend behind.
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We said goodbye to Roles on the 26 Feb. He had enjoyed our Christmas cruise to Kinver and back, then gradually got weaker and weaker, as he was unable to keep his food down. After a weekend visit to Cornwall where he said goodbye to the boys, we knew the time had come. At 17 years, he had enjoyed a full life and given us lots of joyful memories, so we say thank you to our faithful old friend. You will be relieved to hear that Pip is enjoying being the only dog on the boat and doesn’t appear to miss him at all.
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Early one glorious cold, but sunny morningwe left Banbury for Oxford and our new life – helping our good friends Barry and Julie who were managing a hire fleet at a boatyard on the Thames. I was to be cleaning boats and Paul to help out with show rounds etc. It took us a couple of days to get down to Oxford from Banbury and then up the Thames to the boatyard.
Before we started work we had been asked to move a couple of hire boats from Bradford upon Avon back to the boat yard. We roped in Nik and Gemma to assist, as we knew they were game for anything. Describing herself as a “Canal boat virgin” Gemma certainly picked the right week to be introduced to the joys of boating on England’s balmy and idyllic waterways. With lashing rain and gale force winds we battled the elements to bring the boats through 90 locks along the Kennet and Avon canal to Reading. [image: image3.jpg]


The sun did come out occasionally, but our red faces were due more to wind burn than too much sun! See above - Nik steering the smaller of the two boats. At just over 6 foot, he was the only one of us tall enough to see over the domed roof. Poor Nik, who lives in the twilight zone between midday and midnight because of his work as a D.J., had to get used to early starts at 7.30am. Paul and I were keen to get back up to Oxford, as we had heard that the waters were rising and we were a little concerned about our boat, which we had left pegged into the bank in a field near the boatyard. Because of the long days cruising we were able to make up for lost time due to the weather, and arrived in Reading just 5 days after setting off. Paul and I left Gemma and Nik to do the last stretch at their leisure whilst we, having got away at 6am, hammered our way up the Thames to get back to the boatyard. [image: image4.jpg]STREAM





But we didn’t get very far – two locks up to be precise, then the red boards came out and the lock keeper said the Thames was officially in flood and advised us to moor up for the next 3 days. Barry came that night and gave us a lift back to the boatyard and to our boat.
All was safe and well, though over the next couple of days the water kept going up. As the bank receded we improvised a walkway with planks and a pallet to get onto the boat. 
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Moored on the field in the middle of nowhere, we had some spectacular sunsets and lots of fantastic wildlife to see – barn owls hunting, badgers foraging, and grebe, cormorants and other wild fowl in the grip of spring fever.
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And during the day it was rubber gloves on to get the boats cleaned and ready to go out. However our stay only lasted 2 weeks (our shortest job ever!) as Barry and Julie resigned their posts as manager and house keeper, and we didn’t want to work there without them (boatyard politics). 
OK so quick change of plans.......Paul might take on a little more JISC related work and I’ve been asked to write some funding bids for SCAS to support the Animal Assisted Therapy Project.
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Oh and just when we thought summer was on the horizon, with the council  mowers out cutting the grass in  the playing fields – we had four inches of snow. Is this what they mean by global warming?

Be in touch soon. Let us know your news. Bye from Karen and Paul.
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