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Hello again. This month has a bit of an historical theme to it, so hope that’s OK?

June started wonderfully with warm balmy summer days. It gave me a chance to finally finish off the castle paintings on the back doors that I started last October. Some of the towers lean a bit, and Paul says the bridges are too small, but OK for a first effort.
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Our first exciting trip in June was to the Lakes – by car not boat. Paul spent a couple of days with his Mum and Dad, choosing their new car, while my sister Lucy and I went to see the drama which is Appleby Horse Fair.

This historic annual event has taken place since about 1750. Travelers can move onto the site on the Thursday, and the fair and horse sales go on until the following Wednesday. Some people arrive in modern cars, trucks and caravans, but others travel by horse drawn van or ‘vardo’.
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The day Lu and I went was sweltering. All the travelers walked down from the site into the town, parading in their finest. Many came down the hill in horse drawn vehicles – though who should have been pulling who was not always clear. 
[image: image3.jpg]



We heard later that sadly, one of the horses had been drowned, whilst being “baptized” in the river. It’s a tradition to wash the horses before selling them, but this went a bit far. We saw loads of RSPCA officers standing by the river to monitor proceedings so why they didn’t intervene is puzzling. 

When we got back from the Fair we took the boat to Parkhead in Dudley, for the Gardner Engine Rally. In case you are wondering - an engine rally is where lots of blokes gather to compare the age, size and power of their engines. 
It was a fantastic surprise to then meet Danny Williamson (pictured below in green cap) who had rebuilt our 1932 2L2 Gardner engine.
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After the Rally we assisted two boaters Michael and Ric who were taking a boat towing a butty down the flights of locks to Worcester; so we teamed up to share the work. Ric had had to manually pull the butty (a narrow boat with no engine) from lock to lock. 
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We popped down to Kinver to take Roly to the vet for some painkillers for his arthritis. Then it was back up northwards to get back to Skipton for 8 July. On our way we met up with Jeff and Anne at Great Haywood. Anne is boating single handed and Jeff had been giving her tips and advice over a ten day period. While we were there Jeff presented Anne with her certificate of achievement, declaring he had nothing left to show her!
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We should have known – Wimbledon and Glastonbury obviously meant rain – but without a thought we made our way down the Anderton boat lift onto the River Weaver. 
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The boat lift has two caissons which can hold 2 narrow boats side by side. Each caisson weighs 500 tons and is raised and lowered by a hydraulic ram. The lift was the first of its kind in the world, and was restored recently to take boats from the canal down to the river Weaver and back up again. Mainly pleasure craft these days. Still it is free, though they added 2% to our license fee to pay for the upkeep.

Unfortunately all the rain brought the river Weaver up 3 feet, so we became trapped at Northwich. There was insufficient headroom to get under the Towns main bridge. We finally made it back up onto the canal and set off again for Skipton. While writing this, I have just heard a severe weather warning on the radio for this weekend, so I hope we make it OK.

_________________________________________________
Log for June
Start: Canal Basin Birmingham
Finish: Hapton, Leeds&Liverpool Canal
Miles: 197 
Locks: 165
Tunnels: 7
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