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Hi and what a fantastic month it has been. OK I’m a little biased as it was my 50th birthday on 2nd May “This is a good thing?” Do I hear the under 40s questioning……Well I think to be 50 and semi retired is something to celebrate and so did the group of boaters pictured below – otherwise known collectively as
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‘Rent-a-Crowd’ available for birthdays, weddings, general booze-ups etc. My love and thanks to Chris and Judy Clegg and sister Sue; Robin and Barbara; and Jeff. You made my day a truly memorable event !!!
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Robin feels drowsy now all the wine and food have gone, Sue lends a shoulder.
Back to the boating – and we now tackled one of the great challenges of the system ‘The Huddersfield Narrow Canal culminating in Standedge Tunnel’ – the highest (645 ft above sea level), longest (3 miles 418 yds) and deepest (638 ft beneath moor) tunnel built.
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Getting up the 32 locks to the Western portal at Diggle was challenge enough. The canal was shallow and lock 31W refused to open fully to allow the boat in. Paul lent a hand and with Jeff and Barbara succeeded in pulling out a clump of fern roots from behind the gate.
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Once at the top, British Waterways guys measured the convoy of 4 boats to make sure they would fit the tunnel, then covered them in rubber mats to protect them from the sharp rocky contours. Dogs were not allowed, so I took my two, plus Jeff’s spaniel Poppy by taxi to the portal at Marsden on the other side of Saddleworth Moor. The boats emerged after 3 hours.
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We now had decisions to make as we had heard that a farmer had been attacking the Rochdale Canal with his JCB again, so we had to go via the Leeds and Liverpool back down to the Trent and Mersey. Jeff came too to share the locks – though we could have managed another 20 boats in this one on the Aire and Calder navigation!
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More challenges included the Bingley 5 Rise; a series of 5 staircase locks that climb over 100 feet. Lock keeper Barry Whitelock helped us up the flight and made sure Paul wound the paddles correctly.

Paul’s Mum and Dad, and his Aunt Pat met us for the day in Skipton. I met a Mrs Jackson in the launderette who knew my late Uncle David Wooler and his family. What a small world it is!

The ‘Wigan 21’ plus 2 (a flight of locks) was a stiff test, but we managed it pretty well. Jeff and Paul breasted up the boats (tied them together) which meant we could go a lot quicker.
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Paul left me at the bottom of the Wigan flight to go and help Anne move her new boat from Banbury. Jeff and I cruised on for three lock-free days down to Middlewich where Paul met us again. I had managed not to blow up the engine, much to his relief. 
We said goodbye to Jeff, then onto Birmingham city centre so that Paul could catch a train back to Bristol for two days. I was left looking after a very poorly Roly, suffering ‘doggy vertigo’, now recovering slowly. He is 17 but no teenager although he is up all night! ..  ________________________________________________
Log for May

Start: Stalybridge, Huddersfield Canal
Finish: Canal basin Birmingham
Miles: 264
Locks: 251
Tunnels:5 _________________________________________________
PAGE  
k.e.kendall@btinternet.com, p.bailey@btinternet.com, www.danieloakley.org.uk
2 Clifton Moor Cottages, Clifton Moor, Penrith, Cumbria CA10 2EZ Tel: 07866 694056


